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2021 

BOARD MEETINGS GENERAL MEETINGS 

January 20 January 27 

February 17 February 24 

March 17 March 24 

April 14* April 28 

May 19 May 26 

June 16 June 23 

August 18 August 25 

September 15 September 29** 

October 20 October 27 

November 10+ November 17++ 

moved due to *scheduling conflicts and 

+Thanksgiving 

moved due to **Convention and 

++Thanksgiving 

No meetings in July and December  

April ProgramðStephen O. Sears 

Dr. Sears is a recently retired faculty member from the LSU Craft and Hawkins Department of Pe-
troleum Engineering, serving from 2005 until 2017 including 6 years as Department Chair.  He 
received BS and MS degrees from the University of Florida in Geology, and a PhD from Penn 
State in Geochemistry.  Prior to arriving at LSU, Stephen Sears worked at Shell Oil Company, in-
cluding assignments to the New Orleans office, as a geologist and manager.  He is the author of 
over forty technical, scientific and general interest publications on geology, engineering and high-
er education.  

Stephen grew up in South Florida, boating and fishing off of the Florida Keys and in the Ever-
glades, hobbies that he continues to pursue today in south Louisiana.   He became interested in 
the World War II German U-Boat campaign in 2001, when he was on an oil field vessel that dis-
covered the sunken U-166, on the Gulf of Mexico seafloor in mile deep water near the wreck of 
the torpedoed freighter Robert E Lee.   
 
Stephen Sears currently lives with his wife, Barbara, in Mandeville, Louisiana.  His novel, Sunni-
land, was published by Indigo River Publishing on August 20, 2019.   
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Club Presidentôs Newsletter 

 

 
 
 
 
 

April 2021 
 
Letter 4 
 
Dear Westbank Members, 
 
With Easter coming at the first of the month, tax day at the middle, 
Administrative Professionalsô Day, our membership meeting, and Arbor 
Day closing out the month, thereôs something for everyone in April. 
 
This is also the month we celebrate the ñbirthò of the Desk and Derrick 
Club of the Westbank. Just 45 years ago, the founding members held 
interest meetings, gathered charter members, and accepted the club 
charter at the Region III Meeting. Since then, the club has gone 
through many ups and downs in the petroleum, oil, and allied 
industries. Yet, we have survived. We all give thanks to the founders ï 
Vonette Edwards, Dean Mehle, Dottie Moore, Ann Billie, and JoAnn 
Brown. We are honored to still have JoAnn as an active and honorary 
member. BRAVA!!  
 
Are you ready to meet in person? I know Iôm ready to see all of you 
again! The past year has presented many challenges and kept us 
apart, isolated, and quarantined to varying degrees. Itôs now safer to 
meet face-to-face with more vaccines being given. I hope you can 
come to the meeting on April 28th to hear our speaker and celebrate 
our anniversary and our ñfamily reunion.ò 
 
Boomtown will ensure we practice social distancing with table and 
serving arrangements. Safety is going to be on the top of the list now 
that we are able to meet in person. Be 
sure to respond to Elaineôs meeting notice 
later this month. Guests are invited and 
will need to have confirmed reservations.  
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone. 
SOON!! 

 

Judi Adams 
 
 

Judi Adams  
President  
 
322 Bienville Dr 
Gretna LA 70056 
(504) 407-7443 
 
dandd.judi@gmail.com 
 

Angie Duplessis  
Vice President 
 
Theresa Adams  
Secretary 
 
Debbie Brazeal  
Treasurer 
 
Linda Belsome  
Director 
 
Bonnie Wall  
Director 
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Whatôs happening with the Westbank Club? 

SecretaryðTheresa Adams 

The February meeting minutes were emailed to members; there were no corrections, 

so they will be filed as written. 

TreasurerðDebbie Brazeal 

The February Treasurerôs Report was approved at the March Membership Meeting; it 

will be filed for audit. Maggi Franks is auditing the 2020 Treasurerôs books. 

General ArrangementsðElaine Lesnak, Chairman 

Things are looking very good for meeting in person for April. Elaine will send out 

meeting notice with menu information and deadline for reservations. Boomtown staff 

is dedicated to providing a very clean, socially-distanced, and safe experience for our 

meeting. Reminder: We will need at least 20 members and guests attending and 

buying dinner in order to break even according to our contract with Boomtown. Itôs 

our 45th Anniversary Meeting so guests are invited; just be sure you let Elaine know 

if you are bringing a guest so she has reservations.  
 

MembershipðSusan Miller, Chairman 

The deadline to get new members approved is April 14th. Contact Susan Miller. Any 

new members will pay $70 dues. 
 

Scholarship 

Mark your calendars for the Bunco Fundraiser scheduled for August 7, 2021.  
 

SocialðWe are still planning a social luncheon soon. Details coming! 
 

Community ServiceðAngie Duplessis, Chairman 

Susan is putting together Easter treat bags for the residents of the St. Joseph Apart-

ments with donations sheôs received recently; contact Susan if you want to donate 

money or items for the residents. Bonnie may be in Mississippi a good bit with her 

great-niece but sheôs still busy coordinating Card for Soldiers.  
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    COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT 
     DESK AND DERRICK CLUB OF THE WESTBANK 

 
 

Desk and Derrick Club of the Westbank will be collecting items for the 
residents at the St. Joseph Apartments in Gretna. 
 
We can make a difference in the lives of these senior citizens with just 
a little donation of the following items: 
 
MenΩs/LadiesΩ socks, books, combs, brushes, shower caps, tissues, 
travel soaps, shampoo, conditioners, pens, stationery, games, small 
food items, or any other items you think they may need.  
 
The residents of the St. Joseph Apartments will appreciate it. 
                                                                                     

    
    
Susan Miller 
smiller7451@yahoo.com    
504.908.6131 
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2021 CARDS FOR SOLDIERS 
DESK AND DERRICK CLUB OF THE WESTBANK 

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT 

SENDING THOUGHTS AND WISHES FOR HAPPY HOLIDAYS, SAFE AND QUICK 

RETURN HOME, GODõS BLESSINGS, AND THANKS FOR PROTECTING OUR 

FREEDOMS 

We have set our goal of 2,021 cards for 2021! 

   CONTACT BONNIE - 504-362-3671 (H) 504-439-1650 (C) EMAIL bonnierwall@gmail.com. 

Let Bonnie know if you need cards to sign; if you have some left from 

last year, sign them and drop them off at her house. Letôs beat the goal!  



 

Westbank Oil Patch  April 2021 8 

The History of the Desk and Derrick Club of the Westbank: 1976-1980 

by Judi Adams 

It all started in the 1970s when members of the Desk and Derrick Club of New Orleans who lived 

and worked on the Westbank thought that it might be time to start a club on the Westbank. They 

were not happy about having to cross the river to go to meetings or functions after working all day 

at their jobs on this side of the Mississippi. (I also heard from a couple of the founders that they 

worked in the service companies over here and didnôt really want to get out of their jeans and into 

pantyhose and dresses to go to the other D&D meetings.) When the Petroleum Club opened in 

early 1976, it seemed to light the flames they needed to get them really moving. So, this group of 

determined women, Vonette Westbrook (Edwards), Dottie Moore, Ann Billie, Dean Ruegge 

(Mehle), and JoAnn Brown, started making phone calls and mailing invitations. In March 1976, 65 

ladies attended an interest meeting and within two weeks over 100 membership applications had 

been distributed. The organizational meeting held on April 21, 1976 had 87 members in attend-

ance. These ladies represented 42 of the over 300 energy-related service companies in the area 

at the time.  

JoAnn Brown is still an active, honorary, and vital member that is part of the heart of our club. On 

the list of charter members in 1976, Kori Allemand and Judy Guillot are listed ï two members who 

are also still very active and vital to the clubôs success. I donôt see Sylvia Hohmannôs name but I 

know weôve been celebrating her as a charter member for the 30 years since I joined and I know 

sheôs a dyed-in-the-wool Desk and Derrick member with Black and Gold running through her 

veins. 

The founders received the charter as a member club of the Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs 

of North America at the 25th Anniversary Region III Meeting in Lafayette, LA in 1976. (The name 

ñThe Association of Desk and Derrick Clubsò was adopted at Convention in 1977.)   

The officers and board of directors were elected at that first meeting with the following results: 

President: Vonette Westbrook; First Vice-President: Dorothy Moore; Second Vice-President: Dean 

Ruegge; Recording Secretary: JoAnn Brown; Corresponding Secretary: Audrey Casso; Treasurer: 

Pamela Whisenant; and Parliamentarian: JoNel Dewhirst (Savoy). With 22 committees, there was 

a lot of activity ahead for the Westbank Club and on a budget of only $625.  

In 1977 there were a few changes to the Board of Directors and a large membership was ready to 

learn about Desk and Derrick and the energy industry. Vonette W Edwards (she married Tommy 

in January 1977) was once again President, leading the club into a very busy and productive year.  

During the year, the club held: a Bingo fundraiser; a Day at the Races; a field trip to Tibo Ship-

yard, with fish fry at Halliburton; its 1st Birthday party; a Wine and Cheese Party; election of offic-

ers and directors; a field trip and fish fry at Dixie Oil Tools; and installation of officers.  

In 1978, founding member Dottie Moore served as club president, with 1st VP Edna Richie and 2nd 

VP June Chiasson. Dottie Moore, Dean Mehle, and Trudy Powell were special guests at the 1st 

meeting of the Desk and Derrick Club of Mobile in January.  

The club continued to conduct fundraisers and social activities, but they also had numerous edu-
cational speakers.  Companies that provided speakers included R&R Rig Service; LOOP, Inc; 
Tube-Kote; Trident; Production Rentals; and Texaco. Members were educated on location during 
field trips at McDermott, Inc.; Texacoôs Gibbens drilling barge in Lafitte; and Gretna Machine & 
Iron Works, Inc. 
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Quite a few members were able to attend the Region III meeting held at the Capital City Petroleum 

Club in Jackson, MS. The club brought home a 2nd place and two 3rd place Regional Awards of 

Merit. Lana Chiasson, Judy Guillot, Josie Territo, Una Baughman, June Chiasson, Trudy Dowell, 

Thelma Foster, Pam Whisenant, Ruth Coffee, Dottie Moore, Billie Chiasson, and Gabriella Hunter 

were able to attend convention in Washington, D.C.  

June Chiasson served as club president in 1979. The activities during the year gave members 

many opportunities to learn more about the oil, gas, petroleum, and allied industries. Field trips to 

Halter Marine, Mobil, Ocean Drilling and Exploration, ODECO, Gulf, and Tidewater Marine provid-

ed on-site experiences the members were sure to remember.  

The members had fun too. In January a group of members and guests went to the New Orleans 

Fairgrounds; the program cost $0.50! And in March, the Las Vegas Roundup fundraiser was a 

night of excitement, Iôm sure. The April meeting combined the clubôs 3rd anniversary celebration 

and D&D orientation, ñGetting to Know Desk and Derrick.ò  

Industry speakers from Texaco (ñthe Fastest Woman in Harveyò ï Janet Guthrie who was the first 

woman to qualify for the Indy 500!), Exxon, and Freeport provided continued educational opportu-

nities. Industry Appreciation Night was a time to thank and recognize the clubôs industry leaders, 

speakers, and field trip sponsors.  

That year, the Region III Meeting was hosted by the Shreveport D&D club in Bossier City and pre-

sided over by Daisy Hirsch, New Orleans Club. Twenty-four members of the Westbank Club at-

tended and enjoyed the field trips, seminars, and workshops; they attended business meetings 

and awards luncheon, where they won two 1st place awards and two 3rd place awards.  

Convention in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada was headed by ADDC President Liz Pav, Baton Rouge 

Club. Liz was also a guest speaker in March, talking about ñDesk and Derrick Review and Outlook 

ï 1979.ò The nine Westbank members who attended took advantage of all the educational and fun 

events that were provided. I think that was Susan Millerôs first encounter with a Mountie ï certainly 

not her last.  

The 1980 club officers were installed in December 1979, as Gabriella Hunter took the position of 

club president for the 1st time (she served again in 1998). February was an extremely busy month: 

guest speakers the real Boots and Coots (world-renowned well fire fighters and blowout experts 

Boots Hansen and Coots Matthews); a field trip to LLOG, which was located in Metairie at the 

time; and a Speakerôs Bureau seminar.  

In April, the Region III Meeting was hosted by the Baton Rouge club in their hometown; our club 

members brought home 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place Regional Awards of Merit. The club attended a field 

trip to Brown & Root. During the remainder of the year, members enjoyed several speakerôs bu-

reau seminars; educational speakers at monthly meetings; an Industry Appreciation Night with 

over 50 members attending; a Mississippi River cruise on the Steamboat Natchez; Bingo Night 

fundraiser; a Mardi Gras Jamboree with guest The Honorable Governor of Louisiana Edwin Ed-

wards; and the 29th Annual ADDC Convention held at the Fairmont Hotel in New Orleans with over 

1,500 registrants.  

So many things have changed since 1976 when the Desk and Derrick Club of the Westbank was 
founded, but so much has remained the same. The official colors of ñBlack and Goldò and the mot-
to ñGreater Knowledge-Greater Serviceò are solidly ingrained in our hearts. We have enjoyed our 
monthly speakers and field trips, albeit less frequently due to the many, many changes in the ener-
gy industry.  
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The year 2020 presented unprecedented challenges as we were unable to host the Southeast Re-
gion Meeting or hold our club meetings in person since last March. But, the tides are changing 
and our members are ready to meet in person again. This time, on April 28th, to celebrate our 
45th Anniversary and a ñfamily reunionò after 14 months without face-to-face meetings.  

Weôre continue to carry the torches the founding members lit for us as we remain on our quest for 
knowledge.   

Founding Members  

1977 Region III Meeting attendees  

1978 Field Trip attendees  

1979 IAN  

1980 Steamboat Natchez passengers 


