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2024 

BOARD MEETINGS  GENERAL MEETINGS 

January 17 January 24 

March 20 March 27 

May 15 May 22 

July 17 July 24 

September 11 September 18 

November 13* November 20* 

*moved -Thanksgiving 

Birthdays 

Gaylen Guillory August 11 

Ben Waring August 26 

Judi Adams August 28 

A Blast from the Past 
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DATE: SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 2024 

 

DOORS OPEN: 5:30 P.M. 
GAMES BEGIN: 6:30 P.M. 

 

Food served before games begin 
Menu: Spaghetti Dinner, salad, bread, dessert, soft 

drinks, tea, coffee 
 

Due to safety guidelines, meals will be served at the 
table and players will NOT change tables after rounds of 

Bunco are played. 
  

PLACE: IMMACULATA K.C. HALL 
 

566 AVENUE D - MARRERO, LA. 
 

PRICE: $20.00 ADVANCE PURCHASE ONLY 
Contact Susan Miller for ticket information. 

Email: smiller7451@yahoo.com 
 

All proceeds benefit the  
Desk and Derrick Club of the 
Westbank Scholarship Fund 
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A World Without Fossil Fuels 
 
Our July meeting “speaker” was a very informative and thought-provoking video from “YouTube” – 
Here is the transcript of the video.  
 

The Los Angeles Times predicts doomsday unless we pursue “a world without fossil fuels.” The 
Secretary General of the United Nations agrees. So do many politicians and environmentalists. 
This raises two questions: is such a world possible? And, is it desirable? 
Let’s try to answer both.  
 
It’s a fact of modern life that virtually everything we depend on depends on fossil fuels–oil, coal, 
and natural gas–not only because they provide 80% of the world’s energy, but because so many 
of the products we use and even consume are made from them.  
I’m talking about petrochemicals; that is, chemical products derived from fossil fuels. “Petro,” as in 
“petroleum.” 
 

Let’s start with something everyone encounters every day: asphalt. The US alone produces over 
420 million tons of asphalt per year. The key ingredient of asphalt is crude oil, which binds all the 
materials in asphalt together.  No oil, no asphalt; no asphalt, no paved roads.  
But I’m only getting started. The paint on the walls, the flooring beneath your feet, the blinds over 
the windows – these are also derived from petroleum. The tube that holds your toothpaste, the de-
tergent you use to wash your clothes, the containers you store your food in, the bottles that hold 
your medicine and your vitamins. They’re all made from petroleum. 
Your computer screen, your cell phone, your keyboard, your mouse, your mouse pad, the coating 
around the cords that charge your phone; the casing for your car battery, the buttons on your 
shirt…Yep: fossil fuels. Specifically, plastic–another fossil fuel derivative.  
 

But that’s still only a fraction of a fraction of the full portrait.  
The raw materials from which these products are made have to be transported to factories by ve-
hicles mostly powered by fossil fuels. The machines in the factories are also largely and some-
times completely powered by… fossil fuels. Then, these products have to be shipped from the fac-
tory to retailers and consumers. Fossil fuels again.  
 

And we haven’t even talked about food production. 
 

In 1950, more than 60% of the world’s population was undernourished. By 2019, it was down to 
less than 9%, despite the fact that there are now three times as many people. 
 
What has changed? The answer is, the introduction of modern herbicides, insecticides, fungicides 
and fertilizer–all of which depend on petroleum products, specifically natural gas.  
 
Let’s just look at fertilizers. Before the 20th century, your fertilizer options were limited to waste 
products like animal dung. Thanks to the invention of the Haber-Bosch process–one of the great 
breakthroughs in modern chemistry–natural gas could be used to produce ammonia, a critical cat-
alyst in plant growth.  
 
To see how dramatically this changed crop yields, consider this: in America in the 1920s, a farmer 
produced less than two tons of corn per hectare; today that same plot of land produces eleven 
tons.  
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Combine that with improvements in farm equipment—powered once again by fossil fuels—and the 
results are astonishing. The human labor required to harvest a kilogram of American wheat has de-
clined over the past two centuries from 10 minutes to two seconds.  
 
Without fossil fuels much of the world’s population would starve to death in a year. 
 
Even renewable energy, the presumed antidote to fossil fuels—at least in the power and transporta-
tion realm—is completely dependent on… fossil fuels. What do you think those wind turbines and 
solar panels are made of? Fiberglass and myriad other materials derived from petroleum. Like so 
many other industries, there’s no renewable energy without fossil fuel energy.  
 
But the dependency is even more than you think. Since wind and solar are inherently intermittent–
it’s not always sunny and it’s not always windy – there has to be a source of fossil fuel energy as a 
backup nearby—unless of course you’re lucky enough to still have a nuclear power plant in your 
neighborhood.  
 
Let’s put it this way: if you’re having surgery, you want the hospital to have reliable power.  
 
You should be getting the idea by now. Fossil fuels are not just about driving your car and heating 
your home. Fossil fuels are everywhere and in everything. 
 
According to one of the world’s foremost experts on energy, Vaclav Smil, Distinguished Professor 
Emeritus in the Faculty of Environment at the University of Manitoba, “Fossil fuels… [are] the most 
important factor in explaining the advances of modern civilization.” 
 
Smil’s research demonstrates that since 1800 the energy available to each human being has in-
creased 700-fold. What does this mean? If you live in the Western world, it’s as if you have the 19th-
century equivalent of 240 personal servants: cooking your food, doing your laundry, heating your 
house, and helping you get from one place to another.  
 
Louis XIV had nothing on you.  
 
The world the LA Times wants—a world without fossil fuels—won’t prevent doomsday. It will cause 
it: worldwide poverty, mass starvation, and the end of civilization as we know it. 
If you want to live like the Flintstones and spend your life doing back-breaking labor from dawn to 
dusk just to feed yourself, be my guest. Me? I’ll take my chances with fossil fuels.  
 
 
“Rogan O'Handley, aka DC Draino, for Prager University” 
 
https://www.prageru.com/video/a-world-without-fossil-fuels 

https://www.prageru.com/video/a-world-without-fossil-fuels
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Angie Corvers 
Southeast Region Director 

12642 Brookshire 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Home:  225-272-3608Cell: 225-445-7502 
Email: ancorvers@cox.net 

 
 
AUGUST 2024 

 
It’s hard to believe we are already in the 8th month of 2024. I am looking forward to Convention in 

Dallas in September, where I hope to see many of you again. It’s not too late to register and join in on the 
fun and educational experiences awaiting us. 

There will be a lot of discussion on bylaw changes being proposed to streamline the offices on 
the board and hopefully encourage more members to step up and serve as board members. I sent this 
information to the presidents earlier in the year so that they could make you aware of the changes being 
contemplated. 
Basically, Convention would be held every two years and the term of office for the board members would 
increase from one year to two years.  
 Remember we will have a meeting for all Southeast Region members attending Convention, on 
Thursday afternoon. I will hand out the membership certificates and pins at that time. We will also be able 
to discuss the proposed bylaw changes then.  

 

Keep those spicy programs and meetings rolling! 
 

 Love to All! 
    Angie 

 
 

 

        “SPICE UP YOUR LIFE WITH DESK AND DERRICK!” 
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   August 2024 
 
ADDC Membership 

 
I am pleased to announce that we have surpassed our 
membership goal by 3!  We have 618 members (one being a 
student). 
   
We have 16 members registered for the convention so far!  Get 
your registration in as soon as possible.  It helps the GAC’s 
with planning and it can all assure you will get your first choice 
for field trips and seminars.  
 
By now you should have received information for discussion of a 
new board position we would call “Club Liaison”.  This position 
would replace our (4) Region Directors and eliminate the regions.    
One thought is this would drastically cut board expenses.  
Another thought is that it is becoming increasingly more difficult 
for members to want to move up therefore less volunteers to find. 
Also, it is very difficult for the smaller regions to host regional 
meetings.  We are working on the qualifications for this position.  
If passed, this would go into effect January 1, 2026.  
 
Please send your RD’s any questions you may have so that we 
can address these before the Convention.  As I mentioned last 
month, during the Convention we will discuss and only vote on 
having a MAIL VOTE for this amendment.   

 

 

"Do not follow where the path may lead. Go instead where there is no 
path and leave a trail." —Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

 

   Sincerely,  
  Wendy Sparks 
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Wendy Sparks 
2024 ADDC PRESIDENT 

34627 E County Rd 1517, Paoli OK  73074 
405.760.2884 (cell) 
wsparks@cegx.net  
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25th API-Delta Joint Industry Luncheon 
Held on the 1st day of the Deepwater Symposium 

 

 
 

Speaker: 
Holly A. Hopkins 

Vice President, Upstream Policy 
American Petroleum Institute 

(Headquarters, Washington DC) 
 
 

Date: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 

Time: 12:00 noon 

Location: Hilton Riverside, New Orleans 

  

 
 

Register for the luncheon on the Deepwater Symposium website below: 

(you can choose in the list the API Luncheon as an individual or a table) 

Individual ticket - $75 

Reserved table of 10 - $1,000 

 

Register online here: 

https://whova.com/portal/registration/deepw_202408/  
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Recent Energy Headlines …..Recap of July 2024 News 

7/26/2024 - BOEM Announces Next Steps for Offshore Wind in Gulf of Mexico - The 

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) announced today that the agency received an 

unsolicited lease request from Hecate Energy Gulf Wind LLC (Hecate Energy) to acquire 

commercial wind energy lease(s) on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) in the Gulf of Mexico. In 

response, BOEM is seeking information regarding whether competitive interest exists in the 

areas included in Hecate Energy’s request. The areas are located off the coast of southeast Texas 

and had been previously identified by BOEM as potential Wind Energy Areas (WEAs) suitable 

for offshore wind leasing in 2021. WEA Option C totals 74,113 acres, and WEA Option D totals 

68,239 acres, for a total of 142,352 acres.  Read Full Article 

7/24/2024 - Industry Groups React to New Bipartisan Energy Legislation - U.S. Senators Joe 

Manchin and John Barrasso, the Chairman and Ranking Member of the Senate Energy and 

Natural Resources Committee (SENRC), respectively, recently launched the Energy Permitting 

Reform Act of 2024, a SENRC release posted on the organization’s website revealed.  In 

response to the introduction of the act, Independent Petroleum Association of America (IPAA) 

COO and EVP Dan Naatz said in a statement sent to Rigzone, “IPAA applauds Senate Energy 

and Natural Resources Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso for their collaborative 

effort in producing the bipartisan Energy Permitting Reform Act of 2024”. Read Full Article 

7/18/2024 - LLOG Strengthens US Gulf Presence After Buying Dozens of Deepwater 

Blocks - The Louisiana-based private producer is taking on more assets previously owned by 

Shell as it looks to secure its deepwater future. US independent LLOG Exploration announced 

this week that it acquired rights to 41 deepwater blocks in the US federal waters of the Gulf of 

Mexico (GOM).  Louisiana-headquartered LLOG highlighted that it holds a 100% working 

interest and is the sole operator of all the blocks that lie in the western and less-developed GOM.  

The 41 blocks span nearly 236,000 acres in the East Breaks and Alaminos Canyon areas which 

lie north of LLOG’s Blacktip projects. Read Full Article 

7/8/2024 - US Oil and Gas president says he supports RNC platform on energy dominance - 

U.S. Oil and Gas Association President Tim Stewart on Monday said that he supports former 

President Donald Trump's energy agenda for another term, which includes making the country a 

dominant energy producer. The agenda, which was published on Sunday, was approved by the 

Republican National Committee, and vowed to make "America Energy Independent, and then 

Energy Dominant," by increasing energy production, "streamlining permits, and ending market-

distorting restrictions on Oil, Natural Gas, and Coal."  Stewart said the association supports 

Trump's policies because they are "common sense" policies that will make the American 

economy stronger. Read Full Article 

7/4/2024 - Oil production commences from Winterfell in US Gulf of Mexico - The initial two 

production wells in the first phase are now operational and increasing production levels. Kosmos 

Energy has announced the commencement of oil production at the Winterfell development in the 

Green Canyon region of the US Gulf of Mexico.  The initial two production wells in the first 

phase are now operational and increasing production levels. Currently, a third well is being 

drilled and is due to be completed by the end of the third quarter of 2024.   Read Full Article 



 

Westbank Oil Patch  August  2024 12 



 

Westbank Oil Patch  August  2024 13 

nada 
   

The OCS BBS Website 
For 24 years, we have offered comprehensive 

website for critical oil & gas information for the 

Gulf of Mexico. Visit our website to signup for a 

phone demo today at www.ocsbbs.com.  Please 

call Charlie directly with questions at (504) 439-3164. 

 

OWNER & OPERATOR REPORTS 

Owner/Operator Report (Record Title, Operator &  Operating Rights) 

 

WELL, PLATFORM & PIPELINE REPORTS 

1. Platform information report with details on the platform structure 

2. Platform Decommission Reports 

3. Track status and locations of 

wells 

4. Daily Well Operations 

Report – Track current 

and future well 

operations scheduled to 

be performed daily for 

many operations like 

TA, PA, Initial 

Completions, Acidize, 

Casing Pressure Repair, 

Sidetrack/ByPass 

Change Zone and more. 

 

GIS MAPPING SYSTEM – Easily view a map of your particular block(s) 

activity showing owners, operators, wells, platforms, pipelines, well 

directionals and more. 

 

AND MUCH MORE! 
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2024 Southeast Region Pre-

Convention Meeting  

September 26 
 

2024 ADDC Convention and  

Educational Conference 

Central Region 

September 24-28, 2024 

Westin Dallas Park Central 

Dallas TX 
 

2025 Southeast Region Meeting 

Hosting: San Antonio 

Desk and Derrick Club of the 

Westbank 

P.O. Box 2875 

 Gretna, LA 70054-2875  

Visit us on the WEB. 

www.westbankdandd.org 

www.addc.org 

 

ADDC Mission 

ADDC’s purpose shall be to promote the education and professional devel-

opment of individuals employed in or affiliated with the petroleum, energy 

and allied industries, and to educate the general public about these indus-

tries as well as the companies and global communities the members serve.  

Westbank Oil Patch is published by the Desk and Derrick Club of the Westbank to 

provide information to its members regarding the ADDC (at all levels—Association, 

Region, and Club) and energy and allied industries. 
 

Byline and credited articles represent the views of the authors and editor. Publication 

neither implies approval of the opinions nor accuracy of facts stated.  

Editor: Judi Adams (dandd.judi@gmail.com) 


